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THEY CALLED IT THE VORTEX. A SPINNING 
MASS OF ENERGY WHICH TRAVELLED, 
APPARENTLY HARMLESSLY, THOUGH THE 
SOLAR SYSTEM. LIKE A DORMANT VOLCANO IT 
CAUSED NO HARM UNTIL IT ERUPTED FOR 
SOME UNKNOWN REASON. TERROR GRIPPED 
THE UNIVERSE—IT WAS A DESTROYER OF 
WORLDS—A PLANET EATER. 










^LIEUTENANT KELVIN .. . THAT THING WILL 
W DESTROY US IF WE DON'T DC SOMETHING 
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-L MISSILE LAUNCH 

COUNT DOWN COMMENCING. Ijl® 


THAT KELVIN'S SHIP! 














WITHIN THE VORTEX. KELVIN FELT AWESOME 
FORCES WORKING ON THE DEFLECTOR 
SHIELDS. 


THE TURBULENCE IS ALMOST 
r TEARING THE SHIP APART!T 














'HERE'S A CALM STRETCH WHERE 
THE FORCES CANCEL OUT IF I CAN 
HOLD THE SHIP ON THAT COURSE. 
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THE INHABITANTS OF THE ALTERNATIVE UNIVERSE WERE THE 
PEOPLE OF PROX, A PLANET NOT UNLIKE EARTH. THE PEOPLE 
HAD EVOLVED DIFFERENTLY BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF ULTRA 
VIOLET RAYS. THE PLANET PROX WAS ALSO SHORT OF ' 
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/ DETECT ORGANIC MATTER 
WITHIN THE ALIEN WRECK.' 














THIS ORGANIC MATTER IS A UFE FORM 
jf it must be Carefully analysed, t 
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you/? PEOPLE W/LL eE SURPRISED 
TO SEE OUR SPACE-SHIP. 
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WE HAVE KNOWN ABOUT THE EXISTENCE OF A 
UNIVERSE BEYOND THE VORTEX FOR A THOUSAND 
SPACIALS, BUT NEVER KNOWN HOW TO REACH 
IT BECAUSE OF OUR LACK OF METAL. 
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I COULD HAVE TAKEN YOU BACK 
TO EARTH. WHY DIDN'T YOU LET 
ME? 
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WITH LITTLE OR NO METAL AVAILABLE THE BUILDINGS 
OP PROX WERE MADE OF HIGHIY INFLAMMABLE ^ N 
MATERIALS 


ONE DO-IT-YOURSELF DOORWAY 
PT. FOR A QUICK GETAWAY! 7F75 
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BEFORE THE FIRE CONTROL SYSTEMS ACTIVATED, PANIC WAS THE ORDER OF THE DAY 
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THAT AllEN MUST BE KILLEDf GUARD HIS 
SPACE SHIPI DO NOT LET HIM ESCAPE. 
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BUT HIS EXIT WAS CUT OFF 






TOO LATE! NOW 
WHERE DO I GO? 
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MY SHIP ISN'T TOO BADLY DAMAGED ] 
1 MIGHT JUST COMPLETE THE GETAWAY. 
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KELVIN EXPLAINED EVERYTHING TO THE PROX 
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... SO A SATELLITE WILL BE 
DRAWN THROUGH THE 
VORTEX?' 
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HE LED KELVIN TO HIS HIDE-OUT AND EXPLAINED HE WAS OPERATING ILLEGALLY ON THE 
SPOIL TIP, PROSPECTING FOR RARE METALS MISSED BY THE MACHINES — 


MY NAME IS SWAD. NOW T ELL ME 
ABOUT YOUR METAL. TT^ 
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SWAD DISAPPEARED FOR A SHORT TIME TO FETCH TRANSPORT 
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THE VORiEX WAS CAUSED BY A NEUTRON 
STAR COLLAPSING. 3Y FEEDING THE TRAPPED 
ENERGY WITH A CHARGED PARTICLE BEAM. 
THEY CAN MAKE IT CHANGE DIRECTION. THE L 
RANGE OF THE METAL SENSOR IS SMALL. 40 
BUT NOW THEY ARE IN A MINERAL RICH K 
GALAXY. THEY CAN CAPTURE EVERYTHINGJ 
THEY SEE. 
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WE'RE UNDER ATTACK 
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AS THEY BLASTED THROUGH IMTO TERRAN SPACE. THE PROX SHIP THAT HAD MADE THE 
FIRST JOURNEY THROUGH, OPENED FIRE 



W THEY'RE WAITING FOR US! A ■ 
WARNING MUST HAVE BEEN SEN' 
■■B AHEAD 


























BUT THE HOMING GUIDANCE SYSTEM OF KELVIN'S MISSILES DID NOT REACT TO THE 
NON.METALUCPROXSHIP.B^^^nHVML (■MBniai 


f THE HEAT SEEKING 1 
MISSILES ARE USELESS 
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I AM GOING TO BRING THE MISSILE 
IN AND TOW IT TO THE TARGET. 
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DON'T DAMAGE THE PROX 
PLANET. 


R. 






o 






) 


>* 


I/ll 




• /j 




v 




?" 
*ii ■ 






o 


h 




IF THE WARHEAD STRIKES THE HEART. THE VORTEX 

a WILL GO NOVA AND DESTROY BOTH OUR 
V^^TTT—r-jr WORLDS. T- -M# 


I AGREE! IT’S POWERFUL ENOUGH TO 
WREAK HAVOC IF IT GOES UNSTABLE. 
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THE CAPTAIN HAD A TRACTOR BEAM ON THE 
MISSILE — IDHBHanSOfRi 


SPACE LAB TO CAPTAIN! 

HOLD THE ATTACK! 
r THERE COULD BE 1 
j/DANGER WE DIDN'T f 
m - REALISE. 


H I TAKE THE DECISIONS. EH 
THE MISSILE ATTACK GOES ON 
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THERE IS A WARHEAD ABOUT TO 
STRIKE THE HEART OF THE VORTEX 
TAKE COVER IF YOU CAN. T— 


W WE HAVE NO NEED OF 
WARNING. WE ARE PREPAREDI 






IT DOESN'T MATTER WHO WINS THE RACE TO THE 
VORTEX. EARTH IS DESTROYED EITHER WAY — BY 
==-T THE PROX. OR BY THE MISSILE. T “TT 


YOU SAID THE PROX STEERED THE ^ 

VORTEX BY PARTICLE BOMBARDMENT. WE 
T COULD DO THE SAME FROM THIS SIDE J 
ill IT. wnn 
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f IF THE MISSILE IS DETONATED A SHORT 
V. DISTANCE FROM THE VORTEX. THE 
J RADIATION IT RELEASES WILL FOR ALL 
l INTENTS AND PURPOSES BE PARTICLE 
O BOM3ARDMENT. T - —rpr 


'i V 


• • I 


Ma 

lllliriil 


v\) 


IIIUISL 


c rr 






-uf 


§ 

m 


% 


© 






Si SSf 


THE ONLY WAY LEFT TO REACH HIM 
IS TO INTERCEPT HIM. THESE SUITS 
MIGHT PROTECT US FROM THE ^ 
RADIATION IF THE MISSILE GOE S 

WHAT ABOUT YOUR FRIEND 
AND THE PRISONERS? 
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~^J THIS SPACE LAB IS ALL YOURS. SWAD. WE 
WON T NEED IT! YOU'VE ONLY MINUTES TO GET 
'y—1 - 7 IT THROUGH THE VORTEX 

























THER£U BE ENOUGH CONFUSION 
VHEN THE BOMB GOES OFF FOR ME 
27 TO SLIP HOME UNNOTICED. < fl| 
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SV/AD USED THE PROX SPACESHIP TO SLOW 
THE ORBITAL SPEED OF THE SPACE LAB. 

IT BEGAM TO BE DRAWN TOWARDS THE 
VORTEX r^JY / / 0/7 
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AS SWAD BRAVED THE VORTEX, KELVIN BEGAN HIS ATTEA\PT TO STOP THE CAPTAIN 
FROM TAKING THE MISSILE TOO CLOSE TO THE UNSTABLE HEART OF THE VORTEX. * 
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I CAN'T DETONATE THE MISSILE FROM A 
DISTANCE BECAUSE THE PROX MELTED MY 
CANNON. 
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PERHAPS I CAN PERSUADE HIM 
S "7 I’ll TRY THE RADIO AGAIN. 
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IT'S NO GOOD KELVIN! 
HE'S UNSTOPPABLE. 






MISSILE ON TARGET! NO 
FURTHER GUIDANCE REQUIRED! 
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KELVIN MATCHED SPEEDS WITH THE MISSILE 
AND FLOATED DOWN BH 


AS THE CAPTAIN TURNED BACK 


H THIS IS MUTINY! I'LL HAVE ■ 
YOU COURT-MARTIALIED. KELVIN 


WE'VE GOT TO STOP THAT MISSILE 
r WHETHER HE LISTENS OR NOT! 1 

















THERE’S ONLY ONE CHANCE 

- NOW ... IF THOSE PROX - 

PLASMA BLASTERS COULD HIT 
THE MISSILE . . 


A PROX FIGHTER RESPONDED 
TO KELVIN'S PUNY DEFENCE.! 
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DEEP WITHIN THE VORTEX SWAD SAW THE 
RADIATION BEGIN TO HAVE AN EFFECT.^ 


HE HAS DONE IT. HIS WORLD WILL 
J NOT BE SWA/ 1 OWED. AND MY T 
V METAL WILL BRING ME GREAT / 


SWAD REACHED THE AITERNATIVE UNIVERSE 1 
BEFORE THE LINK WITH BEYOND WAS SHIFTED 


DEER WITHIN THE VORTEX SWAD SAW THE 
RADIATION BEGIN TO HAVE AN EFFECT.^ 


HE HAS DONE IT. HIS WORLD WILL 
J NOT BE SWA/ / OWED, AND MY T 
V METAL WILL BRING ME GREAT / 


THFRF IT GOES AT IAST! THEY'LL LOSE 
THEIR BEARINGS AND NEVER FIND US 
__ AGAIN. I HOPE* \ ' 


SWAD REACHED THE AITFRNATIVE UNIVERSE 1 
BEFORE THE LINK WITH BEYOND WAS SHIFTED 
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THE THREE MEN RETURNED TOWARDS A HO ME PLANET NOW SAFELY OUT OF REACH OF 
ATTACK PROM THE PLANET EATER. 


EARTH HAD BEEN RFPRIFVFD FROM DESTRUCTION. NOT BY A WARMONGERING ENEMY 
SHiBUT BY ANOTHER NATION THAT SOUGHT TO SATISFY ITS OWN NEEDS WITHOUT 
■ PAYING THE SLIGHTEST ATTENTION TO THE PLEAS OF THE PFOPIE WHO LIVED THERE. 
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GUIDE TO THE SPACEMEN 33 
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Locked in a desperate race to achieve the first moon landing, Russia sent 
Colonel Georgi Timofeyevich Beregovoi, 47, into space. The lone pilot of Soyuz 
3, launched on October 26, 1968, stayed up for 3 days, 22 hours, 51 mins. He 
is now a leader in the Soviet manned space programme. 









